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OUR  M ISSION  

Camp Maria Retreat Center, a ministry of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky, strives to provide an atmosphere of 

prayer, hospitality and simplicity in a peaceful, natural environment for retreats and various types of renewal  programs. Our 

facilities are available to those who seek to strengthen and deepen their commitment to God, the Church, and to God's people. 

B OARD  OF  D IRECTORS   
 

Sarah Kane, Chair 
John Spalding, Vice Chair 
Denise Pietsch, Secretary 

George Fleury 
Marian Stenken, SCN 
Rose Mary Klein 
Andrew Jerdonek 
Nora Ballard, SCNA 
Djuna Smith 
Debbie Carroll 
Derek Greer 
Sue McEvoy 

Ann Kovalcik, SCNA    
Director 

As we move forward into our 82nd year, Camp Maria 
Retreat Center is open to considering all possibilities 
for better meeting the needs of the people we serve.  

Camp Maria Retreat Center reaches out in support 
to the most vulnerable groups including the home-
less, veterans, at risk groups and special needs 
groups. Our family groups, parish/church groups, 
community organizations and individuals are also a 
major part of this ministry. Our mission is ñto serve 
Godôs people.ò  

To do this ñrightò takes reflection, listening, planning and implementa-
tion. This year we put into place a new three year Strategic Plan. The plan 
addresses three key issues: Advancement, Human Resources and Facili-
ties. We will be sharing these with you. 

In support of our mission, Camp Maria has forged partnerships with sev-
eral different benefactors and organizations, and the results have been 
profound. We are looking forward to moving towards the future in a 
shared understanding of our ministry with our Board of Directors, our 
wonderful staff and with you for the betterment of Camp Maria Retreat 
Center.                                                                                

                                                       Much Peace and Love in Christ, 
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Thank you members of St. Maryôs 
Academy Class of 1958 for your very 
generous donations to the Oratory in 
memory of Sister Julia Clare, as a 
Catholic convert and one of the first 
CM counselors. Camp Maria was a 
very special place to Sister Julia 
Clare as were all of her many stu-
dents. She was called to eternal life 
on February 22, 2018.  

Thanks to George and Stefanie Hall 
for the generous donation of a new 
HVAC system for this holy space. 

We are deeply grateful to Rev. Jerry Gamrot for the gift of his painting, 
ñAnnunciationò, calling  forth joy, presence and peace. 

Ann Kovalcik, SCNA 

T HE  ORATORY   
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A wave of nostalgia may sweep over you as you drive onto the gravel road to Camp Maria Retreat Center. There 
is a familiar yearning that we all have to return to simplicity and peace, which is bridged at Camp Maria. This 
beautiful place offers opportunities to talk and listen to God, enjoy nature, experience peace and build relation-
ships. Camp Maria brings hope and healing to many who come here. More than ever, people need a place like 
Camp Maria Retreat Center to reflect and rejuvenate. Your presence and support is important and needed at 
Camp Maria. Not only do you bring good energy, prayers and care, your support of Camp Maria helps us to 
reach out to those who are in need and are marginalized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some projects that Camp Maria helps to carry out include the WARM Program, a temporary sheltering pro-
gram for the homeless, Camp Ohana for foster children, and Vacations for Vets, for hospitalized vets and their 
families. 

Once again during the Christmas holidays Camp Maria Retreat Center hosted W.A.R.M. - Wrapping Arms 
Round Many. The WARM participants really enjoy coming to Camp Maria. They immediately notice that calm 
and serene spirt that is Camp Maria. The Spiritual Center is transformed into a warmly decorated dormitory 
and gathering area. WARM guests enjoy a wonderful sense of freedom here, walking in the cool, crisp evenings 
from the Spiritual Center to the Dining Lodge for tasty meals and warm fellowship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a few years now, Camp Maria Retreat Center has supported Veterans and their families through the Vaca-
tions for Vets program at Camp Maria. Southern Maryland Vacations for Vets is a program created to give our 
wounded or sick service members, from local military hospitals and treatment centers, a chance to relax with 
their family. It is a chance for them to escape the hospital routine and/or forget about their traumatic experienc-
es. This program makes a huge difference in the lives of the families. I remember a couple sitting at the fire cir-
cle, both soldiers under treatment who shared that they felt such a sense of deep peace here at Camp Maria and 
were grateful for the opportunity to be away from it all and to be at Camp Maria. 

Camp Ohana is an overnight program for our local foster children. Camp Ohana will be celebrating its sixth 
year in 2018. The children look forward to Camp Ohana all year long. Camp offers experiences that would not 
be available to them otherwise. They are able to enjoy swimming, canoeing, fishing and arts and crafts just to 
name a few activities. The children who attend camp also bond together as a type of Camp Family. The children 
are able to be free and unburdened while they are at Camp Maria Retreat Center. 

In recent years, several community partnerships have been forged with Camp Maria to support our mission.  A 
St. Maryôs Christmas in April team assisted with spring cleaning and painting of the cabins. The Mechanicsville 
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Lions Club provides regular financial support for local youth programs.  Rotary Clubs of Charlotte Hall and 
Lexington Park and Stephenôs Fund donated time and money to rebuild ramps on buildings to support partici-
pants with physical challenges. Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake and Alliance for the Bay provided envi-
ronmental education and trees planted on the Camp Maria property. St. Maryôs Ryken Interact Club helped to 
plant the trees on property. Many local parishes, churches and community groups helped to support WARM at 
Camp Maria.  St. Maryôs Ryken National Honor Society has supported Camp Maria with several projects in-
cluding decorating Camp Maria for the Christmas season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Maria continues its long history, collaboration, and 
support from groups that use our facilities for a variety of 
programs. Camp Mariaôs Family groups are an essential 
part of the legacy and future of the retreat center Over the 
past few years, Camp Maria has received substantial sup-
port from the Labor Day Group and Blessed Sacrament 
Family Group for capital improvements. Bay Believers, Sa-
cred Heart Bowie, and the Stefko families generously sup-
port the work and mission of Camp Maria Retreat Center.  

ñAs the love of Christ impels usò and with your continued 
care and support, Camp Maria Retreat Center will continue 
to improve facilities and provide services for all who come 
here.    

KUDOS  

Labor Day Group - During the summer/fall months, many family groups return to Camp Maria Retreat 
Center as have their older generations over the years. Making the turn onto the ñblack topò still provided the 

same feeling of peace and serenity. All still looks the same, 
and still the same cabins and buildings as in the early 
daysé maybe not so many lights. The Labor Day Group 
will be celebrating a milestone this year. This will be the 
50th Anniversary of their first visit to Camp Maria. That 
was the name in 1968! 

 
CMRC Food Service Staff - 
How important is food to a retreat 
center? At mealtime it is every-
thing. For the past year Camp 
Maria Retreat Center has been 
thinking a lot about food. Terri 
Williams, our Chef/Food Service 
Manager was hired the spring of 

2017. She brought with her much experience in food service and cooking! She has 
worked very hard to put together a wonderful staff to provide the proper skills, work 
ethic, and teamwork. Our kitchen is a place of joy. Our Food Service is truly a ministry 
- here to serve our guests and retreatants.  


