NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR
VOLUME 4, ISSUE 1
MARCH 2016

SAVE THE DATE
Spirit Nights at CheckersCalifornia every 2nd Wednesday
March 9th, April 13, and May 11
Mention Camp Maria
Mental Health First Aid Retreat
For anyone who works
with people
Free Training & Accommodations
March 18 - 19, 2016
For information call 301-475-8330
or email director@campmaria.org
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I have the best job in the world! While much of my job
is to insure smooth operations at Camp Maria Retreat
Center, I also have the honor of being a witness to your
experiences. The nurturing care, love and support that
you share with one another is profound. It is the love of
Spirit that you bring in with open hearts. Your presence, programs, and quiet conversations do so much to
feed the soul. Your loving care with others brings us all
closer to God. Your intention and Camp Maria's beautiful setting encourages connection and relationships those wonderful interesting relationships that we all have with each other. Many
groups have had years of developing relationships at Camp Maria. Some of Camp
Maria's groups are embarking on 50 years of retreats here. I have had the privilege
of hearing some of your stories about your Camp Maria experiences and relationships. The story telling has encouraged lots of laughter and sharing of very fond
memories. Our staff are also a part of Camp Maria's story. We will be highlighting
our behind the scenes staff in this and upcoming issues of the newsletter. As you
know much work goes on behind the scenes before and after groups come to Camp
Maria. Our amazing staff works tirelessly for all who come here. Stories and relationships are also celebrated through giving of your time, talents and treasure. As
2015 has come to a close, we are so grateful to you for your generous support for
Camp Maria. Some of our groups and individuals have been very creative with giving. Your gifts are such an affirmation of your Love for this retreat center and its
mission. Through your gifts you are participating with us in the vision and mission
for Camp Maria. Speaking of stories, if you have a Camp Maria story, we would
love for you to share it with us. You are an important part of Camp Maria's story
and legacy.
Much Peace and Love in Christ,

Ann Kovalcik, SCNA

OUR MISSION
Camp Maria Retreat Center, a ministry of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky,
strives to provide an atmosphere of prayer, hospitality and simplicity in a peaceful,
natural environment for retreats and various types of renewal programs. Our facilities are
available to those who seek to strengthen and deepen their commitment
to God, the Church, and to God's people.

Visit on web - www.campmaria.org On Facebook at “Friends of Camp Maria Retreat Center” Tweet us at @CMRCSCN

RELATIONSHIPS WITH CAMP MARIA & THE SCNS
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(This new feature will provide stories of Camp Maria’s relationships with its “campers” and retreatants - from the beginning in 1937 to
the present. You have been sharing your stories with us when you attend our fundraisers and when you visit with groups… we want to
share them with all who find Camp Maria Retreat Center a special place. We begin at the beginning.)

The Mission Statement of Camp Maria Retreat Center appears on most of our “printed” publications - on page one of this
newsletter, and is sited whenever we need to explain to people “who we are.” According to the groups we serve, we carry out
that Mission very well. But as time goes by and we get to know our groups/individual retreatants, our director, Board of Directors and staff have realized that our purpose goes beyond providing “an atmosphere of prayer, hospitality and simplicity in
a peaceful, natural environment for retreats and various types of renewal programs.” Many of our retreatants have shared the
thought that Camp Maria “belongs” to them … they are grateful that we maintain the facilities and the natural setting for
them. This is like a second home. This was similar to the thoughts of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth who founded Camp
Maria back in 1937.
The Sisters of Charity of Nazareth and Sr. M. Aline founded a day camp in a
small house at Abell’s Wharf owned by Dick Greenwell, right up the bay from
our present site, for the St. Mary’s Academy boarders who remained in
Leonardtown through the summer. Over time a more permanent site was needed. Our present site was rented to open the girls’ camp in 1937. The story of
obtaining the land and setting up Camp Maria is a fascinating one that needs
more time and space, but hopefully will be available in the near future on our
web page. Divine intervention was at work then, and still is today as we move
through the 21st century.
Today Camp Maria is now Camp Maria Retreat Center continuing as a Ministry
of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth. Under their guidance, a dedicated Board
of Directors and lay staff continue to carry out a plan to serve God’s people; it
is a place for all to gather in God’s presence. These photos illustrate the earlier
years: the original site on Breton Bay, the Dining Hall with “staff”, activities
with the boys from the Xaverian Brothers’ Camp Calvert, and day camps run
for the children of St. Mary’s County. All of you who make Camp Maria Retreat Center part of your life today are part of this same history. Relationships
still live on in the stories… stories that need to be heard and remembered.
Looking at these photos may bring up memories of your “Camp Maria life”.
The Sisters, the staff, the Board and volunteers would love to hear them.

WE ALL HAVE A STORY… SHARE!
When you hear the name “Camp Maria”, what thoughts and images come into your mind? Are they recent memories or
memories from quite a few years back? Do you start thinking about photos that go with those memories? All of your memories, your stories and your photos are part of the legacy of Camp Maria Retreat Center or in its earlier years, Camp Maria.
We would like to have you share your stories and photos with us. We need your Camp Maria experiences to complete our
history and keep alive this history for the retreatants of the present and the future. We would love to share them in our newsletters and our Facebook pages. You don’t need to be a professional writer… a few paragraphs in an email, photos with information to describe the “image” (date, names of people, group, what’s happening) is all we need. We will do the rest. Plus,
we need you to tell us what you would like to see in our newsletters and on Facebook - ideas for stories, questions to be answered, “where are they” for people you met at CMRC. All information, questions, photos and history should be sent to Sarah Kane at campmariavolunteer@gmail.com or admin@campmaria.org. We will do the rest. Let the story-telling begin.

CAMP MARIA RETREAT CENTER
A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth

Those Who Shared Their Treasure…
January 1 - December 31, 2015
Visionary

Frank Dorsey Combs
Frances Copsey
Labor Day Group
Ralph & Anne Dorland
Reignworks Foundation Ltd
Julia H Edwards
Patron
David & Margaret Evrad
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth
Stephen & Barbara Fennell
Checkers - California Drive Thru
William C. Fleury
Church of the Little Flower
William Gough
William & Mary Hassler
Derek and Linda Greer
Rose Mary Klein
S. Michelle Grgurich SCN
Paul & Debra Kalnasy
Al & Kathy Guy
Mark & Susan Pugliese-Campbell
Kathy Guy
Eduardo & Megan Salas
Trudy Harisiett
Benefactor
Justin Hartley
Margaret Crowley
Christa Hayes
Barney & Sarah Kane
Judy Hendel
Shaun & Jennifer Kane
Barbara Ives
Mark & Ann Kovalcik
Lance Jones
Larry & MeMe Stauffer
Jade Kane
Samuel E. & Clare Thurston
Timothy Kane
James & Eileen Zogby
Daniel & Alice Kerns
Steward
Knights of Columbus, Leonardtown
Matthew & Kathleen Durso
Elizabeth Knott
Dyson Building Center
John & JoAnn Kovalcik
JC & Sandy Dyson
Chuck & Jane Lancaster
George & Maria Fleury
Dale & Deborah Landau
Georgetown Visitation Preparatory
John & Mary Theresa Landers
Guy Distributing Co.
Richard & Jacquelyn Martin
Hancock Refrigeration
John & Patricia Myler
James B. Hooper & Associates
Mr. & Mrs. J. McGilloway
Knights of Columbus, Leonardtown
Frank & Sharon Menaker
Robert and Alice Moreland
Christopher & Bonny Moore
St. Mary’s Church & School, Bryantown Neo-Catechumenal Way
John & Christine Petrik
Patrick and Cynthia O’Connor
Michael & Linda Trageser
S. Kelly O’Mahony, SCN
Friend
Juan & Damaritza Ortiz
Nora Ballard
Capt. Paul & Denise Pietsch
Richard Buckler
Denise Pietsch
John Clifford & Laura Stirling
Stephan Raley

David & Elizabeth Schuck
Harold & Val Sciarra Jr.
Small Prints
David & Crystal Spranger
St. Mary's Ryken FBLA
Stefko Family
Eugene & Mary Ann Stefko
S. Marian Stenken, SCN
Judith Sterling
Kathleen Tennison
Mark & Jill Weaver
S. Alice Theresa Wood SCN

In Kind Gifts
Visionary
Eddie & Patsy Bailey
Mark Bailey
John & Carolyn Williamson

Patron
Bailey’s Party Rentals

Benefactor
Parran Bean

Steward
McKay’s Grocery Store
Printing Press Inc
Jack Russell

Friend
Jim Bradburn
Brenda Budizenski
Francis & Louise Gough
Kathy Guy
Rose Mary Klein
Denise Pietsch
SMR Theodore Ryken Chapter NHS
Stefko Family
Sysco Foods
US Foods
Lenny Zelonis

Thank you to all sponsors and individuals who also supported Camp Maria Retreat Center
with your volunteer time, professional talents and your presence at our fundraisers throughout
the past year of 2015. You are all an important part of our ministry to God’s people.
We regret any omissions or errors in this donor list.

CREATIVE GIVING TO CELEBRATE RELATIONSHIPS
As with most religious non-profits organizations Camp Maria Retreat Center’s financial life has changed over the years. Our
expenses cannot be met by our fees alone, so we have developed yearly fundraisers and our Annual Giving campaign. What
we did not expect were the creative gifts that some of our groups/friends have given to celebrate their relationships with Camp
Maria over the years. Having others working with us to provide the means and also recognizing the needs of other groups and
individuals is a great gift to us.
Reignworks Foundation Ltd was set up to serve non-profit groups. Members of the foundation have been coming to CMRC
for many years. They recognized the need for us to better serve the recreational needs of groups with young children and especially the handicapped. Their gift of $10,000.00 includes a portion to purchase basketball hoops and other sports equipment
that wheelchair bound campers and younger campers could enjoy. Additional equipment to make the waterfront activities, such
as boating and fishing, more accessible and comfortable for all will also be included. The remainder of the funds will be used
for a scholarship fund to support families to “retreat” at CMRC who would not be able to otherwise.
The Labor Day Group has been coming to Camp Maria for almost 50 years. In recent years the Labor Day Group has completed service projects to beautify Camp Maria such as the garden in front of The Roost. In honor of their almost fifty years and
to celebrate their relationship with CMRC, they have made a four year commitment to donate a total of $40,000 to Camp Maria. These funds will be used to complete projects from our Five Year Capital Projects Plan. Such a thoughtful and generous
gift will go a long way in continuing our efforts to keep Camp Maria “Camp Maria” for the next 50 years.
St. Mary’s Ryken National Honor Society & the Stefko Family used their giving to both meet the needs of Camp Maria Retreat Center and involve their young people in service and giving to others. Using our Wish List the members of this SMR
student group and the young people of the Stefko families collected money and purchased some of the needed items. Deciding
what was most needed and realizing why CMRC needed their help was a life lesson. It was a true service project - not just
treasure was used, but time and talents. The excitement when each group presented us with their “gifts” was added enjoyment
for all.
Special Love BRASS Camp is one of our larger groups who annually bring young people, whose siblings have cancer, to enjoy a week dedicated just to their needs and fun. Using the camp fire area many times, they have seen the need to both expand
the seating areas and to improve the construction. Our staff, headed by Lenny Zelonis, has already improved this area of
CMRC, but Special Love will provide the next steps in the expansion project. In the past, Special Love has provided the means
to improve other structures and equipment at CMRC, such as the pump house and bunk beds in the cabins.
Our mission is to provide a place for God’s people to retreat. Having the people and groups that we serve join us in fulfilling
our mission is beyond all our expectations. We are grateful for those we serve who in turn serve us. The relationships we have
developed attest to the goodness of all who come to Camp Maria Retreat Center.

CMRC WISH LIST ~ ALL CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOMED & APPRECIATED
Major Items
Life jackets (Coast Guard approved) Type II/ III - adults & children, heavy duty shade structure, full size working refrigerator
Office
Postage, Case of Hammer Mill Copy Paper 8 1/2 x 11”, box of
#10 envelopes - quick strip, box of 5160/8160 mailing labels,
Twin pocket folders - Letter size one color, Staple Gift Cards for
Printer Ink Cartridges, & Post-It Super Sticky Pop Up Notes 3x3
General Use
Paper towels, toilet tissue, facial tissue, Bottles of water and Gatorade,, Small disposable (dessert) plates, napkins, table covers,

coffee/hot cups, liquid hand soap, Dawn dish soap, bleach, disinfectant, laundry detergent, Murphy’s Oil Soap, window/mirror
cleaner, SOS pads/steel wool pads, kitchen trash bags, 8 gallon
trash bags, Large (60 gallon size) trash bags.
Projects Needing Support to Complete
Replacement of six handicap Deck/Ramps - approx. $1,200 each
Renovation of Roost Bedrooms - 10 rooms approx. $800 each
Property Line Fence Replacement - approx. $1,500
Oratory Creation
If you can donate something from the wish list, please call 301475-8330 to arrange pick up or drop off.

WE ARE GETTING AN ORATORY!! WHAT?
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As you make the final turn onto the Camp Maria Retreat Center property, you
look for the familiar. The cabins are still there, the Dining Hall is ready for
retreatants, the grounds are immaculate, and the view of Breton Bay is as you
remember it. When you look back to the Spiritual Center, you glance at the
small blue building called the Chapel. Over the years it has been a formal
chapel, a place to be alone, and a break out room for retreats. Most of the time
it sits there unoccupied. The staff felt that it was time for a change to meet
the needs of our retreatants for a private chapel for private reflection & worship - the definition of an “Oratory.” The plan is for the Oratory to be ready
for the summer season. We have the St. Vincent Prayer Center, but a space
for reflection, meditation and prayer out of the elements is much needed.
The maintenance staff is busy planning for new flooring, new wall and ceiling materials, a new entrance, increased wall
space, and improved lighting. We are hoping that a local artist will paint a mural for us as the centerpiece. Add to that comfortable seating, floor cushions, a music source, a library of meditation books, and worship aids that reflect the religious diversity of our retreatants, this space should truly be “holy space.” We invite you to become a part of this project with your
donations and gifts. When our part of the project is finished, those who use it will find other amenities that are needed. While
keeping it “simple”, the Oratory needs to meet the needs of the retreatants. Together we will work to achieve that goal.

BEHIND THE SCENCES - Theresa Peoples
(This news feature introduces you to the “behind the scenes” people that make “Camp Maria” Camp
Maria. The questions for each “celebrity” will be same. Their responses will be unique.)

“Camp Maria. This is Theresa. Can I help you?” - this is the greeting which Theresa, our Administrative Assistant, begins each phone call she answers. She began her “journey” at CMRC in
April 2007 when she answered an ad for a part-time secretarial position. Her “bosses” were Sr.
Carol McKean, SCN and Sr. Michaela Cronin, SCN. What surprised her most about CMRC was
“there was no office politics. It’s lovely! Each staff member knows what needs to be done. We
come in and make it happen!” Her biggest challenge then and now is “keeping every retreat progressing, aloft. Clearing them in for landing and disembarking for their retreat. At times I feel
like a air traffic controller!” Theresa has the tools for the job as she is organized, detailed and
consistent. Each day can be planned with tasks to be completed, but each day has a life of its
own. Theresa has learned to be flexible… one needs to do what one needs to do at the time to
meet the needs of others. This is called service.
Looking to the future, Theresa wishes that “local non-profit organizations in Southern Maryland would know we are here.
Most of our retreats come from a distance away.” Through work on her part and others, this issue has improved since her first
days at CMRC. If you are thinking about coming to CMRC, Theresa suggests that you “schedule an appointment to tour
Camp Maria, then schedule a retreat and come! You can’t beat the atmosphere, the scenery, the food or our hospitality.”
When asked for her last comment, Theresa shared the following:
“There are many steps by many people, working together, that make it possible for a retreat to be
held here. Our staff members are the unseen heroes. Our core group of employees is small in number,
but we work well together consistently, day in and day out to make Camp Maria sparkle and shine.
We are the behind the scenes jewels of Camp Maria.”
Theresa People is certainly one of the jewels. As the needs of Camp Maria’s programs and the groups change, Theresa has
done her part to meet the new tasks and procedures. We thank her for her years of dedicated service and presence among us.

HOW TO MAKE A DONATION?
Camp Maria accepts credit cards through Pay Pal for your donations. On our website, www.campmaria.org you will
find a “DONATE” button on the home page. Just click on that to go to the page to make your donation. Yes, it does
cost us a percentage of your donation to use their service. However, we want to make it as convenient as possible for
you to make a financial gift to Camp Maria Retreat Center. Your donation is tax-deductible and you will receive a
letter acknowledging the receipt of the gift. If donating goods or services, we are not permitted to assign a cash-value
for your donation - you declare the value on your tax forms. If you have any questions, please contact Ann Kovalcik,
Director at 301-475-8330 or director@gmail.com .

GROUPS HOSTED IN 2015
Bay Believers Family Group Retreat
BB Music Retreat
Blessed Sacrament Family Group Retreat
Bowie Sacred Heart Family Retreat
BRASS Camp - Special Love, Inc.
Ceile De Muinntir
Christian Women in Action
CMRC Mental Health First Aid Training
CMRC Traumatic Loss Retreat
Don Bosco Cristo Rey High School Retreat
Families in Christ Retreat
Father Andrew White School Retreat
Frostburg University Retreat
Georgetown Visitation Junior Retreat
German Speaking Catholic Mission
HC Women’s Retreat
Heritage Mission
Holy Face Confirmation Retreat
Holy Family Confirmation Retreat

WANT TO PLAN A VISIT & TOUR ?

Hospice Youth - Camp Sunrise
Jesuit Volunteer Corps Training Retreat
Journeys Holistic Therapy Group
Labor Day Family Group Retreat
Lexington Park United Methodist Picnic
Little Flower School 8th Grade Retreat
Loyola on the Potomac Staff Retreat
Muscular Dystrophy Assoc. MD Camp
Muscular Dystrophy Assoc. VA/DC Camp
Mother Catherine Academy 8th Gr. Retreat
Neocatechumenal Way
Our Father's House Men’s Retreat
Paper Queens Retreats
Pathways
Pax River Quilting Guilds
Promise Resource Center Retreat
Reach Out AA Women’s Retreat
SCN Service Mission
Sisters/Associates of Charity of Nazareth
So. Maryland Vacation for Vets Retreat

St. Mary’s Academy Class of ‘65
Reunion Retreat
St. Mary’s Ryken Freshman Retreats
St. Mary’s Ryken Sophomore Retreats
St. Camillus Church Retreat
St. Gabriel's Petworth Youth Program
St. James Episcopal Church Retreat
St. Jane Frances de Chantel Retreat
St. Mary’s Church Confirmation Retreat
St. Mary's Church– Bryantown Adult
Retreat & Confirmation Retreat
St. Mary's Co. DSS Camp Ohana
St. Mary's Co. DSS Foster Family Picnic
St. Mary's Co. DSS Staff Day Retreat
St. Michael’s 8th Grade Retreat
St. Patrick's Confirmation Retreat
South Point Church Retreats
Stefko Family Retreat
Trinity Lutheran Church Elders/Planning

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AT
FRIENDS OF CAMP MARIA &
TWITTER AT @CMRCSCN

Contact
Reservations.CampMaria@gmail.com

CMRC “Giving Tuesday 2016”
December 6, 2016
Annual Southern Maryland
Traditional Oyster Scald
at Camp Maria
Sunday, October 9, 2016
Camp Maria Raffle 2016
Tickets go on sell
Memorial Day Weekend
Drawing On
August 20, 2016
CMRC “Honor All Mothers”
5K Walk/Run
May 7, 2016

CMRC ANNUAL
EVENTS
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth
Camp Maria Retreat Center
41290 Camp Maria Rd.
Leonardtown, MD 20650-4212
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